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VOICE OF THE PEOPLE
Downtown parking

is robust and healthy. As Mr. Nicklas often does, he misses
the key points of Nassau County’s job market and economic
The Chapman well-written letter about the Parking drivers. Chief among them is that 70 percent of the county’s
Committee searching diligently for answers to the never- working population works outside of the county, while our
ending question, “Is there a parking problem downtown?” growing population requires costly government services and
was amusing to read.
long overdue infrastructure.
Yes, Virginia, there is a parking problem downtown,
Adding insult to injury, the county also remains overly
but Mr. Chapman is an idealist if he believes that our city dependent upon a relatively low-wage tourism sector and
commissioners and city manager are at all interested in a residential property taxes to fund local government operations
committee on parking, dangerously made up of carefully non- and infrastructure expenses. A healthy local economy should
handpicked members. Heaven forbid that non-vetted mem- be measured by its resilience to economic downturns, its
bers (who might actually know something about the subject) diversity and breadth and the total impact that non-residential
should be given free rein to discuss an apolitical problem!
land uses have on the overall tax base. By any objective meaI have seen it all elsewhere, where those in charge not sure, the county doesn’t have enough capital investment in
only know what is best for all of us plebs, but also know how non-residential land uses for a county with a population our
to control outcomes. My advice to the real estate community size, nor does it have enough high-wage jobs. Because most of
in Fernandina Beach is to wake up and smell the coffee before our working population works outside the county lines, they
it is too late. NO problem whatsoever facing our fearless need county services but their employers don’t pay the busileaders is apolitical!
ness and property taxes that would help support them. Thank
Rosemary Vauzanges you for your continuing attention to these important issues.
Fernandina Beach
Linda H. Asay
Amelia Island

Polarizing times

We are so pleased to have the city of Fernandina Beach
endorse the international Charter for Compassion, becoming
one of more than 340 cities around the world with initiatives
to promote civility and respect. The presentation of the proclamation by Mayor Robin Lentz to Compassionate Fernandina
gives us hope that, starting within our own community, we
can make it standard practice to treat all others as each of us
wishes to be treated – with kindness and dignity.
We extend our gratitude to Mayor Lentz, the city commissioners and City Manager Dale Martin for endorsing the
Charter for Compassion.
When divisive language, hateful deeds and even violent
actions fill the news, it is easy to lose hope. We encourage
everyone to make a daily commitment to living with compassion when we’re communicating person-to-person, online
or in public forums. When we choose kindness and respect,
there is hope for peace in our relationships, our community
(and) our world.
Peggie Weeks, President
Compassionate Fernandina

Opinion on climate

I have to hand it to Mr. Weintraub. In a recent informative
column, he sets out explaining “desirability bias.” Ironically,
in his column he exhibits his own desirability bias on climate
change to make his point. Mr. Weintraub’s stated belief is that
climate change is mostly due to the actions of humans. He
also inter-uses the terms global warming and climate change.
Unfortunately, these terms are not as interchangeable as auto
spark plugs.
Mr. Weintraub, besides concluding all Republicans are evil,
wishes us to believe that most climate change is due to actions
of man. In my opinion, that notion denies the historical fact
our climate has changed, both in warming and cooling, over
the billions of years this planet has existed.
To believe that man through the use of fossil fuels is most
responsible for any climate change would be to deny that the
big fireball in the sky plays any role in our climate. Others
besides the sun, (in my opinion) the major one, play a role too:
minute changes in orbit around the sun, planet tilt, naturally
occurring gasses, volcanoes, impacting asteroids, cow flatulence, and perhaps nuclear weapons testing.
I commend Mr. Weintraub for wishing to calm the climate.
Nassau jobs
Unfortunately for him, to suggest the use of the powers of
In one of Steve Nicklas’ recent columns titled, “City, taxation to tame the climate, I fear he will have the same sucCounty, State job markets strengthening,” (June 23), Mr. cess as King Canute who ordered the tide to not rise.
Nicklas deceptively misuses the metric of a low unemployVince Cavallo
ment rate in Nassau County to suggest the county’s economy
Amelia Island

I look at the refugee crisis in the world today and
ponder more deeply the role that our officials play
while doing their duty. Refugees from Mexico,
Haiti, Syria, Iraq, Iran and elsewhere flee to this
country to be free, to make enough of a living to
keep their children from starving, to escape
deprivation and cruelty that goes on nonstop.

Lessons from a
Russian constable

I

recently had the great pleasure
of participating in a production
of Fiddler on the Roof at Amelia
Musical Playhouse. I’ve loved
this play for many years, and was
thrilled when I was asked to play
a part. I was cast as the nameless
Russian Constable, who considered
Tevye to be a friend, even though
he referred to him as a Jewish dog,
something I had to struggle with in
early rehearsals, even though it was
only acting.
If you’ve never seen Fiddler on
the Roof, it’s a sometimes humorous,
sometimes sad and oftentimes poignant story built around the persecution of Jews in czarist Russia in the
early 1900s. Pogroms are spreading
throughout Russian villages like
Anatevka, the setting for the play.
Russian authorities drive Jews from
their meager homes and businesses
and confiscate the property for the
czar. Those who refused to leave
were subject to violence, sometimes
at the hands of Russian authorities
like the Constable, with whom they’d
lived in peace and harmony their
entire lives. But in the end, it was all
for naught.
“Your people must leave all the
villages. Zolodin, Rabalevka. The
entire district must be emptied. I
have an order that says you must
sell your homes and be out of here in
three days,” the Constable informed
Tevye and the other villagers. Aghast
and furious at the officious and cold
manner in which the edict was issued,
Tevye implores the Constable, “You
who have known us your whole life,
you’d carry out this order?”
And then, the Constable’s reply –
the conflicted words of a man who’s
just doing his duty imposing misery
on the peaceful villagers he’d probably grown up with: “I have nothing
to do with it, don’t you understand?”
Fast forward to today. Poor and
desperate people are being driven
from their homes, towns and villages
the world over as one evil regime
after another springs up like deadly
toadstools. The cruelty and murderous inhumanity of some of them
make the czars of Russia seem almost
benevolent. The running remark we
heard in the lobby after each night of
the show was that the plight of Jews
being driven from their homes in
Russia reminded some people of their
families fleeing Ireland during the
Great Hunger. From others, it was
their families fleeing on rickety boats
across the perilous Straits of Florida

to escape Castro’s
Cuba. Some fled
Southeast Asia and
Pol Pot and other
dictators. Others
fled East Germany
and the U.S.S.R.
All were refugees.
All left behind their
homes and villages
CUP OF and the places they
loved – their own
JOE
Anatevkas – to
come to a country
Joe Palmer where they would
be free, where they
wouldn’t be beaten, “disappeared,”
imprisoned or murdered.
I came to decide that the
Constable represented the faceless
and cold edict of “The State.” He carried out odious offenses because he
was just following orders, as he said
at one point while warning Tevye of a
looming disturbance in Anatevka that
he had to supervise: “Just some mischief … so that if an inspector comes
through, he will see that we have
done our duty.”
I look at the refugee crisis in the
world today and ponder more deeply
the role that our officials play while
doing their duty. Refugees from
Mexico, Haiti, Syria, Iraq, Iran and
elsewhere flee to this country to be
free, to make enough of a living to
keep their children from starving, to
escape deprivation and cruelty that
goes on nonstop. Each of them leaves
their own Anatevka and brings a
piece of it with them.
We castigate them, some who
come here legally, many others who
don’t, because they’re slow to assimilate, because they’re clannish and
speak their mother tongue. We fear
them and shun them because some
of them are criminals, although most
aren’t.
We’re told by our government
that it’s our duty to inform on these
sad refugees, to report them to the
authorities, that it’s a crime to give
them sanctuary and hide them. We
imprison and deport them right back
to the miserable Anatevkas they
either fled or were forced out of.
I played the Constable. I won’t
be him. If it comes to that, I will not
do my duty. I will not participate in
a pogrom no matter what it’s called.
I will not go to my maker with the
excuse on my lips, “I have nothing to
do with it, don’t you understand?”
I will do what’s humane and morally right, even if it’s a crime.
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VIEWPOINT/Bob Allison/Fernandina Beach

A north vs. west plan for the city’s waterfront

I

n an effort to waste less money dredging its
marina, the city has a plan to move much of
Fernandina Harbor Marina north from its
present location. Let’s call this the “NORTH
plan.” As an alternative, I have presented the
city with a plan for moving the marina west.
Let’s call this the “WEST plan.” How do these
two very different plans compare?
The NORTH plan has six ramps connecting
the marina to the land. Five of these ramps connect to the platform on which Brett’s restaurant
sits. This means nearly 90 percent of all the
people using the marina will access its docks
from this single location. This will create a tight
pedestrian bottleneck for all of the users of the
marina. It will also further intensify the demand
for parking at the west end of Centre Street,
where parking is already in crisis. With this plan,
it will be very difficult for anyone to find a parking place within two blocks of Brett’s restaurant.
This inconvenience applies to everyone who
uses the marina as well as the patrons of Brett’s,
the Marina restaurant, charter fishing and tour
boat fleets, etc.

The WEST plan also accesses the marina with
six ramps, but these are spread over the entire
length of the city’s property with three of these
ramps actually south of Ash Street. People want
to park as close to their boats as possible so this
plan spreads the demand for parking over the
complete length of the city’s property instead of
concentrating the entire demand at the west end
of Centre Street.
It should be noted there are four very different categories of people using the marina.
There are the visitors who come by land, and
most everyone who comes to Fernandina Beach
makes a visit to its riverfront. There are the visitors who arrive on private yachts cruising the
Intracoastal Waterway. There are the locals who
need a permanent place to berth their boats, and
there are the patrons of the various businesses
operating at the marina such as the charter fishing fleet and the tour boats. Each of these groups
has a very different need.
For instance, the visitors by land want to see
the charter boats and their captains cleaning fish.
The NORTH plan does not provide a high visibil-

ity location for the charter fishing boat fleet. The
WEST plan locates the entire charter fleet at the
west end of Centre Street. This in itself will be a
great downtown tourist attraction.
The visitors arriving by private yacht want
to spend their evenings patronizing the many
fine downtown restaurants. The NORTH plan
requires that these visitors climb up the same
ramps used by fishermen to carry home their fish
that are too large to fit in their coolers. At times,
these ramps will be slippery from the slime and
blood from these fish. They will almost always be
heavily blood stained. The WEST plan provides
completely separate access ramps for the fishermen and for the city’s visitors who are arriving
on private yachts.
The priority of permanent slip renters and
local fishermen operating from the marina is
convenience. The person whose work shift ends
at 4 p.m. wants to be out on the boat and fishing
by 4:30 p.m. This can’t happen when one has to
spend 30 minutes looking for an available parking
space that may end up being three blocks away
from the marina.

The NORTH plan provides no new parking.
The WEST plan, by creating usable new land
on the existing mud bank at the marina, creates
approximately 200 new parking places; this parking is conveniently located for both users of the
marina and for visitors to downtown.
The amount of new parking proposed in
the WEST plan will actually solve the city’s
downtown parking problem. This plan also
gives the city one of the most exciting waterfronts in the nation, including a gigantic new
public park and a true river walk along the entire
length of the city’s waterfront. All of this can happen without spending a single penny of taxpayer
funds.
If you are interested in knowing more about
the WEST plan and the real potential for the
redevelopment of the city’s waterfront to make
Fernandina Beach a better place, go to these
links. The full report as a .pdf file is at bit.
ly/2r85WvA. Corrections and additions to the
report are at bit.ly/2rRRNUE. The second link
automatically downloads a Word document to the
user’s computer.
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